RESOLUTION NO. 2004-108

RESOLUTION OF THE MARIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

A RESOLUTION TO CONTINUE TO INCORPORATE THE PRECAUTIONARY PRINCIPLE IN COUNTY OPERATIONS.

SECTION I: FINDINGS

I. WHEREAS : The Precautionary Principle means, literally, “forecaring,” and carries the

sense of foresight and preparation.

II. WHEREAS: Historically, many environmentally harmful activities have only been

stopped after they have manifested extreme environmental degradation or exposed

people to harm.

III. WHEREAS: The Precautionary Principle is an approach characterized by minimizing or eliminating potential hazards at the onset of an activity instead of the approach that

determines an ‘acceptable level of harm.’

IV. WHEREAS: The Precautionary Principle utilizes full cost accounting to assess the

potential costs and benefits of a given activity or product.

V. WHEREAS: The County of Marin has been a leader in making choices based on the

least environmentally harmful alternatives by using best management practices.

VI. WHEREAS: The Precautionary Principle has been formally recognized in other

municipalities including San Francisco, Los Angeles, New York State and

Massachusetts.

VII. WHEREAS: The County of Marin is currently implementing the Precautionary Principle through a wide variety of programs including, but not limited to the following:

· The Marin County Board of Supervisors has adopted an Integrated Pest Management program reducing countywide pesticide use in urban and agricultural regions in cooperation with the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office, Department of Public Works, Parks and Open Space, and a Community Board.

· The Community Development Agency has been managing a Green Business and Green Building program, which helps reduce toxic materials used by businesses and builders.

· The Department of Health and Human Services offers health clinics for low-income persons and has a number of programs in place to curb alcohol and tobacco sales, and to promote safe sex and healthy, active lifestyles.

· The Department of Public Works, in a joint effort with Marin’s cities, towns and unincorporated areas, has implemented the Stormwater Pollution Prevention program to improve the health of local creeks and fisheries.

SECTION II: ACTION

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Marin County Board of Supervisors as follows:

I. The Precautionary Principle will continue to play an important role in Marin County

operations and countywide policymaking

II. The County of Marin will continue to monitor implementation of the Precautionary

Principle by compiling and publishing the “Marin County Operations Report: Measuring

Progress Towards a Sustainable Marin.”

SECTION III: VOTE

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the

County of Marin held on this 5th day of October, 2004, by the following vote:

AYES: SUPERVISORS

NOES:

ABSENT:

PRESIDENT, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

ATTEST:

CLERK
